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Curriculum 
Religious Education is part of the basic curriculum for all pupils being one of the 
foundation subjects of the National Curriculum. Religious Education at Whitstone C.P. 
School will follow guidelines set down in the “Religious Education in Cornwall—Agreed 
Syllabus. This syllabus reflects that the religious tradition in the United Kingdom, and 
certainly Cornwall, is in the main Christian. This takes into account the teachings and 
practices of the other principal religions represented in our nation, but with a focus on 
Hinduism, Judaism and Sikhism and Islam. 
 
The Cornwall agreed syllabus can be found by following the link below: 
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/9227047/Agreed-syllabus-2014.pdf 
 
 
Foundation Stage 
We teach religious education to all children in the school, including those in the 
reception class. In the Foundation classes, religious education is an integral part of the 
topic work covered during the year. We relate the religious education aspects of the 
children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals which underpin the 
curriculum planning for children aged three to five. Additional Religious Education 
topics covered throughout the year are outlined in the long term plans. 
 
School Population and Consideration  
The pupils at our School are predominantly from a Christian background, although 
only a small pro-portion attend a Christian Church regularly. The location of our 
school means that we are a considerable distance from other faith communities/places 
of worship. Therefore our children’s every day experience of other faiths and their 
rituals is very limited. 
 
School Worship  
“All pupils in maintained schools are to take part each school day in an act of collective 
worship”. (Cornwall County Council “Syllabus for Religious Education”). Collective 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/9227047/Agreed-syllabus-2014.pdf


Worship is not included in curricular time, even though there may be a strong 
connection with the themes of RE/PSHE lessons and worship. 
 
Aims  
The aims of religious education at Whitstone Community Primary School are to help 
pupils to:  
 
• Acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other 
principal religions represented in Great Britain and the South West.  
 
• Gain experience of being members of a community and develop appropriate skills as 
citizens.  
 
• Develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on 
individuals, communities, societies and cultures.  
 
• Give pupils an insight into the breadth of religious experience through art, literature, 
music and symbols.  
 
• Developing tolerance and sensitivity towards others and their beliefs.  
 
• Develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and 
moral is-sues, with reference to the teachings of the principal religions represented in 
Great Britain.  
 
• Help pupils in their own search for meaning in their own lives.  
 
• Enhance their spiritual, moral, cultural and social development by:- (1) developing 
awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human experience, and of 
how religious teach-ings can relate to them (2) responding to such questions with 
reference to the teachings and practices of religions, and to their own understanding 
and experience (3) reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of 
their study.  
 
 
 
 



Planning 
To ensure full curriculum coverage, the school has a rolling programme.  This is 
available on the school website and is planned to meet the requirements of Cornwall’s 
Agreed Syllabus. 
 
Methods in Religious Education 
In Religious Education lessons, staff will use the full range of teaching and learning 
methods as appropriate for the age, development and abilities of the pupils, and for the 
purpose and content of the work, including: 
• whole class teaching; 
• research and resource-based learning; 
• paired, individual and group work; 
• visits to building and places outside school; 
• the use of artefacts; 
• visits from outside speakers; 
• use of the basic skills of reading, literacy, numeracy and artwork; 
• use of audio-visual resources; 

• differentiated work for pupils of different ability;  
• cross-curricular teaching opportunities. 
 
Resources: 
Religious Education resource packs for Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam are 
available in the school library.  These include artefacts, posters, DVDs and books. 
 
Legal Requirements 
RE must be taught according to the Agreed Syllabus of the Cornwall County Council, 

published in 2014.  This states that  5% of the curriculum time to be spent on RE, in 
addition to the act of collective worship daily: 

 i.e.             at KS1             36 hours per year 

             at KS2             45 hours per year 
 
Parents have a right to withdraw their child from Religious Education in whole or in 
part. If a parent wishes to withdraw their child they must write in the first instance to 
the Headteacher who will then invite them in to see if it will be possible to keep them in 
Religious Education and, if failing that, how the withdrawal will be managed. The 
School Standards and Framework Act sets out the options for parents and the school 
currently acts on the advice of Cornwall SACRE in this regard.  



Equal Opportunities & Inclusion 
All children regardless of their race, sex, religion or ability will be given equal 
opportunities to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding of RE.  
The curriculum is suitably differentiated to suit the needs of all children, including 
those with special needs.   
We achieve this in a variety of ways: 
•setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 
•grouping children by ability in the room, and setting different tasks for each ability 
group; 
•providing resources of different complexity, matched to the ability of the child; 
•using classroom assistants to support or extend the work of individual children or groups 
of children; 
•giving children different ways to record their ideas. 
 
At Whitstone C.P. School, children with special educational needs and disabilities are 
supported in participating fully. Teachers will work with the school’s SENCO to ensure 
that their lessons are adapted appropriately. Where children’s have IEPs, strategies that 
have been identified may also be used (see the school’s policy on SEN for further 
details). 
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Related Policies: 
British Values 
Equality and Diversity 
Safeguarding 
Online Safety/ Computing policies 
Anti-bullying policy 


