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This policy outlines the learning, teaching, organisation and management of History at 
Whitstone Primary School. 
 
Aims 
 to foster in children an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables 

them to enjoy all that history has to offer; 
 to enable children to know about significant events in British history and to appreciate how 

things have changed over time; 
 to develop a sense of chronology; 
 to know and understand how the British system of democratic government has developed 

and, in so doing, to contribute to a child’s citizenship education; 
 to understand how Britain is part of a wider European culture and to study some aspects 

of European history; 
 to have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world; 
 to help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of 

their cultural heritage; 
 to develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and 

presentation. 
 
Teaching & Learning 
 
Historical activities in the Foundation Stage 
Historical aspects of the curriculum for the Foundation Stage are found under the heading 
‘Understanding the world’ in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum.   
 
Requirements 
There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes 
in the Foundation Stage. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-
connected. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and 
enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and 
thrive. 
 
Whitstone CP will also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime 
areas are strengthened and applied. Understanding the world is one of these specific areas: 
 



Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and 
their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, 
technology and the environment.  
 
Aspects of Understanding the word and The Early Learning Goals 
The Early Learning Goal states that by the end of the Foundation Stage children should be 
able to: 
People and communities: children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in 
the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same 
things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 
The world: children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment 
and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and 
plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes. 
Technology: children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and 
schools. They select and use technology for particular purposes. 
 
Foundation Stage Planning 
Learning and development at Whitstone CP School will be implemented through planned, 
purposeful play and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activity. 
 
Adult-led activities for the historical aspects of the planned curriculum are organised into 
different themes, which fit into Class One’s themed curriculum for the term and the 
School’s long term planning for History.   
 
Key Stages One & Two 
Teaching in Key Stages one and two is based on the National Curriculum 2014.  The School 
has devised a rolling programme to ensure continuity and progression in learning. 
 
In Key Stage one children will be taught about: 
 changes within living memory. 
 events beyond living memory that are significant globally or nationally. 
 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods 

 significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 
 
In Key Stage two children will: 
 changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
 the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 



 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
 the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 

the Confessor 
 a local history study 
 a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 

beyond 1066 
 the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 

civilizations appeared and a depth study of Ancient Egypt. 
 Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 

western world 
 a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history.  
 
A range of teaching strategies will be used to support learning.  These may include: 
Whole class teaching 
Discussions 
Individual/ group research 
Visits to places of historical interest 
Role play 
Visits from members of the community 
 
Staff are also encouraged to support children’s understanding by making meaningful cross-
curricular links.  For example they may: 
 Research historical events & figures in Computing lessons, 
 Explore how the local area has changed in Geography lessons, 
 Find out about Art from different time periods. 
 Write historical reports in English. 
 Learn about the history of Christianity in Cornwall. 
 
Equal Opportunities 
At our school we teach history to all children, whatever their ability. History forms part of 
the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. 
Through our history teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make 
progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s 
different needs, including those with special needs. All necessary adaptations will be made to 
enable all children to access the curriculum. 
 
Assessment 
Teachers will devise learning objectives for each unit of study and will assess the children’s 
progress against these.  Staff will use a range of strategies to carryout assessments, including: 
observations, written work and discussions. Children will also be encouraged to assess their 
learning against learning objectives. 



 
In the Early Years teachers will also use the Early Learning Goals to support assessment.  Data 
from the Foundation Stage Profile will be shared with parents to report on progress. 
 
Resources 
Teachers will use a wide range of resources to support learning including: reference books, 
library loans, artefacts, DVDs, websites and photographs. 
 
Whitstone C.P. School has subscribed to the ‘Inspire Curriculum’ and teachers may use this to 
support their planning. 
 
Health & Safety 
We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning history. 
Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a visit to an 
archaeological dig, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the 
activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 
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