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This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of the music taught in Whitstone 
C.P. School.  
 
Aims 
Through participation in the key activities of performing, composing and appraising music, the 
Music Curriculum aims to provide the following opportunities:  

• To develop the children as performers, developing vocal and instrumental skills, and 
developing self-confidence.  

• To develop the children as listeners, encouraging sensitive response to music, and 
developing analytical and critical skills.  

• To explore the elements of music, and progressively develop the skills, concepts and 
knowledge of music.  

• To enable children to express ideas, thoughts and feelings through music.  

• To gain a sense of the place of music in culture and society, through listening to a wide 
variety of musical traditions and styles, from a variety of times and cultures, in both 
recorded and live music.  

• To develop social skills, through performing with an increasing awareness of others, and 
working creatively in groups.  

• To exploit opportunities for music to contribute to learning in all areas of the 
curriculum.  

 
Musical activities in the Foundation Stage 
Musical aspects of the curriculum for the Foundation Stage are found under the heading 
‘Expressive arts and design’ in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum.   
 
Requirements 
Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of 
media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, 
role-play, and design and technology. 
 
Aspects of Expressive Arts and Design and The Early Learning Goals 
The Early Learning Goal states that by the end of the Foundation Stage children should be 
able to: 



Exploring and using media and materials: children sing songs, make music and dance, and 
experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and explore a variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
Being imaginative: children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original 
ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings 
through design and technology, art, music, dance, role-play and stories. 
 
Foundation Stage Planning 
Learning and development at Whitstone C.P. School will be implemented through planned, 
purposeful play and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activity. 
 
Adult-led activities for the musical parts of the planned curriculum are organised into 
different themes, which fit into Class One’s themed curriculum for the term and the 
School’s long term planning for Music.   
 
Key Stages One and Two 
Planning 
At Whitstone C.P School staff in Key Stages one and two follow the National Curriculum.  
To ensure full curriculum coverage and progression, staff at Whitstone C.P. School have 
devised a rolling programme. 
 
The aim of the National Curriculum is to ensure that pupils: 

• perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

• learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with 
others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately 
and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 

• understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including 
through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, 
structure and appropriate musical notations 

 
In Key Stage 1 pupils will be taught to: 
 

• use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 

• play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
• listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high quality live and 

recorded music 
• experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 

music. 
 



In Key Stage 2 pupils will be taught to: 
• sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control.  
• develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas 

within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 
• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions 

of music 
• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
• use and understand staff and other musical notations 
• appreciate and understand a wide range of high quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
• develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 
Teaching Strategies 
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning strategies in music lessons. We ensure that 
the act of creating and composing a piece of music includes exploring and developing ideas, 
and evaluating and developing work. We achieve this through a combination of whole-class 
teaching, individual exploration and group activities. Teachers draw attention to good examples 
of individual performance as models for the other children. They encourage children to 
evaluate their own ideas and methods, and the work of others, and to say what they think 
and feel about them.  
 
Where appropriate, staff are encouraged to use cross-curricular links to support and extend 
learning in Music.  For example, teachers may give opportunities to: 

• Learn songs from a different culture in MFL. 
• Create dances and artwork in response to music, 
• Manipulate sounds using IT software. 

 
Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 
Music is an inherently inclusive medium accessible to all, regardless of ability or language 
background. Nonetheless, we recognise that children differ in their needs and ability, and 
provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by encouraging active participation in 
lessons, and by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this 
through a range of strategies: 

• Setting tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 
• Setting tasks of increasing difficulty; 
• Grouping children by ability, and setting different tasks for each group; 
• Providing a range of challenges with different resources; 
• Using adults to support the work of individual children or small groups; 



• Providing specialist support and additional opportunities for individual children who 
have particular gifts or talents. 

 
At Whitstone School, children with special educational needs and disabilities are supported in 
participating fully.  Teachers will work with the school’s SENCO to ensure that their lessons 
are adapted appropriately.  Strategies they use may include: 

• Adapting instruments/ musical notation used. 
• Provision of additional adult support. 

 
At Whitstone C.P. we also use a proportion of the Pupil Premium funding to ensure that 
pupils have access to musical extra-curricular funding.  Further information can be found 
on our website: 
https://www.whitstone.cornwall.sch.uk/pupil-premium 
 
Assessment 
We assess children’s knowledge and understanding by questioning, listening and observation of 
performance in class as an ongoing process. 
Children will also be encouraged to use learning objectives to support them in assessing their 
own learning, as well as that of their peers. 
 
Teachers may use ICT resources, such as audio recorders, to keep records of children’s work 
(staff will comply with the school’s policies for image and digital media use when doing this).  
They may also keep children’s written work.   
 
In the Early Years practitioners use the Early Learning Goals to support assessment and use 
the Foundation Stage Profile.   
 
Parents will be informed of their child’s progress in Music through parent’s evenings and 
annual reports.  Foundation Stage Profiles will be shared with parents who have children in 
the Early Years. 
 
Resources 
At Whitstone School there are a wide range of resources that teachers may use to support 
lessons. Children are taught as an ongoing part of their music lessons how to handle 
Instruments correctly, and how the instruments are categorised and stored. 
 
Resources include: 
Keyboards 
Tuned/ untuned percussion instruments (boomwhackers, drums, tambourines, xylophones etc) 
Recorders (class set) 
CD Players/ sound systems 

https://www.whitstone.cornwall.sch.uk/pupil-premium


Music CDs 
Sing up 
Music Express Scheme of Work 
Inspire Curriculum 
Recorder books 
Audio recorders 
Audacity computer software 
 
Extra-Curricular Activities: 
The school aims to enrich children’s learning with extra-curricular activities.  These may 
include:  
-Performing in concerts and services. 

• Viewing musical performances. 
• Taking part in clubs and music lessons. 
• Visits 

 
Health & Safety 
An annual safety inspection is carried out on all electrical equipment as part of the school’s 
Health and Safety programme. If any damage occurs to musical equipment it must be 
reported to the Music Co-ordinator immediately. 
 
Additional music teaching 
Peripatetic teachers also deliver private lessons for a range of different instruments, during 
and outside of school hours.  These are provided on an individual or group basis, and are 
charges are made to parents in line with the school’s charging policy.  
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Equal Opportunities Policy 
Pupil Premium: 
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