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Policy Statement 
This policy sets to outline our approach to teaching, reflecting the school’s aims and objectives 
in relation to the teaching and learning of Maths. It sets a framework within which teaching 
and non-teaching staff can operate. The policy should be read in conjunction with the Early 
Years Foundation Stage framework and the 2014 National Curriculum. These set out the 
rationale for teaching each area of the Maths Curriculum and specify the skills that will be 
developed for the majority of pupils in each year group. 
 
Maths Activities in the Foundation Stage 
 
Maths aspects of the curriculum for the Foundation Stage are found under the heading 
‘Mathematics’ in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum.   
 
Requirements 
There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes 
in the Foundation Stage. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-
connected. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and 
enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and 
thrive. 
 
Whitstone C.P. School will also support children in four specific areas, through which the 
three prime areas are strengthened and applied. Mathematics is one of these specific areas: 
 
Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in 
counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction 
problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures.  
 
Aspects of Mathematics and The Early Learning Goals 
The Early Learning Goal states that by the end of the Foundation Stage children should be 
able to: 
Numbers: children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in order and say 
which number is one more or one less than a given number. Using quantities and objects, they 
add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They 
solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing.  
Shape, space and measures: children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, 
capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve 



problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday 
objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them. 
 
Foundation Stage teaching 
All children are given the opportunity to develop their understanding of numbers, 
measurement, pattern and shape through a combination of short, formal teaching as well as 
a range of planned structured play situations, where there is plenty of scope for exploration. 
 
Key Stage 1 & 2 
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of Maths are laid out in the New 
Curriculum (2014). 
 
The new Maths programme of study (2014) is based on: 

 Number – number and place value 

 Number – addition and subtraction 

 Number – multiplication and division 

 Number – fractions 

 Ratio and proportion (Year 6) 

 Algebra (Year 6) 

 Measurement 

 Geometry – properties of shapes 

 Geometry – position and direction 

 Statistics 
 
The new National Curriculum is divided into 3 Key stages: 
Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2), 
Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) 
Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6) 
 
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, 
skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. The new National 
curriculum (2014) gives detailed guidance of what should be taught at each Key stage. 
 
Progression of calculation methods 
We have a policy for progression in calculation methods to ensure continuity and consistency 
throughout the school. 
  
Spoken language 
The national curriculum for maths reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ 
development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. The quality 



and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are key factors in developing their 
mathematical vocabulary and presenting a mathematical justification, argument or proof. 
They must be assisted in making their thinking clear to themselves as well as  others, and 
teachers should ensure that pupils build secure foundations by using discussion to probe and 
remedy their misconceptions. 
 
Planning 
Planning begins from a thorough understanding of children’s needs gleaned through effective 
and rigorous assessment and tracking, combined with high expectations and ambition for all 
children to achieve. 
 
At Whitstone C.P. School we use Abacus and Hamilton to help us map out our medium term 
planning, which will consist simply of areas and objectives that we plan to teach during the 
term (based on our understanding of what children need to learn next).  This will ensure 
coverage of the National Curriculum 2014.  From this, weekly short term plans will be 
completed. 
 
Within short term planning, clear success criteria for each learning objective taught should be 
created – demonstrating the progression needed to reach and exceed the objective.  This will 
enable class teachers to follow a clear and systematic teaching sequence, where input and 
activities are differentiated by considering which parts of the success criteria individual 
children are ready for.  Abacus is again used to support this process from Y1 to Y6. 
 
Marking 
The aim and purpose of our marking policy is to ensure that as children progress through the 
school they benefit from constructive guidance and next step questioning to challenge and 
consolidate their learning further.  Each class has a clear marking scheme, which is shared 
with the children verbally.  See Marking Policy for more details. 
 
Assessment 
Purpose 
Assessment provides staff at Whitstone C.P. School with information about what a pupil 
knows, understands and is able to do.  In addition, it supports members of staff in identifying 
a pupil’s next steps in learning. 
 
At Whitstone C.P. School assessment is used to provide feed-back to children, to assist in 
refining target setting, to feed into teaching plans and to inform parents. 
 
Assessment strategies 
At Whitstone C.P. School, assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning process, 
and as such is a part of everyday classroom practice.  Within lessons teachers will use a wide 



range of strategies to assess progress, including: questioning, observations, discussions and 
marking (see Whitstone C.P. School’s marking policy for further details).  At Whitstone C.P. 
School we also believe that children should assess their own learning and within classes pupils 
are given regular opportunities to do this.  Teachers use learning objectives, targets and success 
criteria to support this process. 
 
Tracking Progress 
In the Foundation Stage staff use the EYFS to summarise and describe the progress that 
children make in the Early Years.  When doing this, staff will record a child’s progress as 
‘expecting’, ‘exceeding’ or ‘not yet reaching’ the expectations of the Early Learning Goals. 
 
Key Stage 1 & 2 
In 2014 the government introduced a new National Curriculum and abolished the use of 
levels.  As a result of these changes the school is using iTrack Primary to monitor the progress 
that the pupils make. 
 
Teachers will use their assessments to level children as: ‘emerging’, ‘developing’, ‘secure’ or 
‘exceeding’ the expectations of their age group (using the expectations from the New 
Curriculum).  Where necessary, teachers will use objectives from year groups that are higher 
or lower than a child’s chronological age to do this.  Staff will use the school’s assessment 
system to monitor the progress that the children make. 
 
Statutory assessments 
Children in Key Stages 1 and 2 take statutory tests. 
 
SATS assessments will be carried out at the end of Key Stages one and two.  When SATs are 
carried out tests and teacher assessments are used.  When teacher assessments take place, 
staff may be required to attend moderation meetings. 
 
Sharing Assessment with Parents 
At the end of Reception results from the Foundation Stage Profile will be shared with parents.  
Parents will also be informed of their child’s performance in statutory assessments, carried 
out in Key Stages one and two.  The school will follow government guidance when doing this. 
 
Parents/carers are also made aware of their child’s progress in Maths through parents’ 
evenings and annual reports.  Parents may also arrange additional meetings with their child’s 
teacher if they wish. 
 
 
Transition Arrangements 
When pupils move class, teachers ensure that they share assessment data and targets. 



 
At Whitstone C.P. School staff also work closely with local secondary schools to ensure that 
pupils have a smooth transition to Key Stage three, by sharing assessment data and by 
attending transition meetings. 
 
Differentiation & Inclusion 
In Maths sessions children are grouped according to the level in Abacus in which they are 
working and lessons are planned to meet pupils’ needs. 
 
Staff will ensure that Maths lessons are differentiated to meet the needs of the individual 
children in their class.  To do this they will use a variety of different strategies.  These may 
include: 
 
 differentiated questioning; 
 adjusting the demands of the task; 
 the use of additional support (adult/resources); 
 different grouping; 
 resources; 
 providing levelled learning objectives; 
 differentiated guided work 
 
Interventions 
Differentiation within the classroom will ensure that the majority of children make good 
progress.  However, a few children may need additional support, where this is the case 
teachers may plan intervention programmes to address to address a child’s individual needs.  
They will work closely with the Special Needs Co-ordinator and teaching assistants to do this. 
 
Gifted and Talented 
At Whitstone C.P. School we ensure that very able children are challenged appropriately 
within the classroom by using differentiation (see section above). However, the school may also 
provide ‘Gifted and Talented’ children with enrichment activities and additional guided 
sessions to challenge them. 
 
Inclusion 
Where barriers to learning are identified, the class teacher will work closely with the SENCO 
and the Maths Co-ordinator to ensure that difficulties are addressed as quickly as possible 
and a programme of learning is put into place to remove barriers. If the child is on the 
Special Educational needs register they will have an IEP.  Staff will use strategies on a child’s 
IEP to help them provide support that is appropriate to the child’s needs, such as additional 
support/resources within the classroom or intervention work. 
 



Resources 
The school has a wide range of resources that can be used to support learning, including 
visual materials that benefit a variety of children’s learning styles.   
 
Each classroom contains resources that support the curriculum of each class.  However, 
additional resources for shape, space and measure can be found in Class 2.   
 
Teachers at Whitstone C.P. School also use ICT resources to support learning and planning.  
These include: 
Abacus – Online scheme 
Hamilton – Online scheme 
IT resources – iPads, Laptops, cameras 

 
Computing 
At Whitstone C.P. School ICT is used to support Maths lessons.  It may be used to engage 
children and/or to develop specific skills. 
 
Calculators should not be used as a substitute for good written and mental arithmetic. They 
should therefore only be introduced near the end of key stage 2 to support pupils’ conceptual 
understanding and exploration of more complex number problems, if written and mental 
arithmetic are secure. Teachers should use their judgement about when IT tools should be used.
  
Class teachers also use ICT to encourage home learning, by providing links to educational 
materials via the school website and Abacus online.  To ensure equal opportunities, we also 
ensure that parents have access to printed materials. 
 
Cross-curricular Links 
At Whitstone C.P. School we recognise that Maths skills are used in all parts of the 
Curriculum. 
When teaching other subjects teachers ensure that children are able to practise and apply the 
skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through Maths lessons.   
 
Homework 
All children from Y1 to Y6 have access to Abacus online homework tasks.  These are set 
regularly by the class teacher for the children to access in school and at home.  We run a 
weekly homework club for children who cannot access Abacus online homework tasks at home.  
A printed activity sheet is also provided for those children who wish it, if they do not have 
access to a computer at home. 
 
 
 



Parents 
At Whitstone C.P. School staff support parents by sharing information on strategies that they 
can use to support their child.  This may be done by providing workshops or through sharing 
educational materials.  Parents are also given termly overviews, to make them aware of the 
work that their child will be doing in school. 
 
We ensure that parents are given opportunities to meet teachers and that they receive an 
annual report, so that they aware of their child’s progress. 
 
This policy must be read and used in conjunction with the: 

 Calculation Method Policy 

 Maths Curriculum 2014  

 Assessment and Marking Policy 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
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